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Jr I which undertakes to prove, 
95 85 That Idolatry itſelf might be 
DESI tolerated, not only under the 


mild Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, but, in 


certain Reſpects, even under the ſevere 
Law of Moſes,—is publiſhed at this Junc- 
ture in Order to preſent the Reader with 
a new and curious, and at the ſame Time 
with a very cogent Argument in Favour 
of UniveERSAL ToLERATION. The 
Diſſertation itſelf, as may be eaſily per- 


ceived, 1s only a Part of a more com- 


prehenſive Work for elucidating the 
Holy Scriptures, which is getting ready 
with as much Diſpatch as is conſiſtent 
with the Author's other Avocations. 


A 2 HAD 


2 — — - 


N 


| 
if 
| 
i 


. —————————————ĩ——— —„k— — — ——— —ĩꝙͤ— w 


iv ADVERTISEMENT. 
Hap the Diſſenting Miniſters proſe- 
cuted their Intention of applying to Par- 
liament this Seſſions, for Relief againſt 
the penal Laws now hanging over their 
Heads, this prefent Tract would have 
been preceded by a large prefatory Diſ- 
courſe, ſetting forth the miſtaken Policy 
of penal Laws of any Kind againſt Ec- 
clefiaſtical Non-conformity, and the par- 
ticular Detriment and Diſgrace which 
the Church of England now ſuſtains in 
various Inſtances by the Continuance of 


ſuch Laws. 


From hence Occaſion would have been 


taken to have animadverted on the In- 
conſiſtency of 709 many among the Pro- 
teftant Diſſenters in this Reſpect ; who, 
at the very Inftant they are ſoliciting to 
have their own Necks freed from what 
they eſteem the galling Yoke of a Church- 
Teſt and penal Laws, are yet fome of 
the greateſt Zealots for continuing the 
fame on the Necks of ſuch other Dit 
ſenters from the national Eſtabliſhment, 
as do not come under the Denomination 


of Proteflants, Whereas their ſole Am, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. »v 
in a religious View, ought to have been, 
To have petitioned for an abſolute Repeal 
of the penal Laws againſt Non-conformity, 
leaving it to the Wiſdom of the Legiſ- 
ature to determine, what, or whether any, 
« Civil Teſt wereneceflary, in order to enſure 
the Civil Obedience of the Subject. But, 
as it is to be hoped, that the Proteſtant 
Difſenters will themſelves fee this capital 
Error, and rectify it in their next Ap- 
plication to Parliament, the intended 
Prefatory Diſcourſe is withdrawn for the 
preſent. 


In the mean Time, the candid and ju- 
dicious Reader is defired to bear always in 
Mind, That the preſent Queſtion is,—not 
what Securities for Soundneſs of Doctrine, 
or Purity of Faith, each Church has a 
Right to require of its own Members, and 
more eſpecially of its Miniſters,---but 
what Teſts of Orthodoxy has any Church, 
or any religious Society, aRight to demand 
of thoſe, who renounce its Communion, 
and declare themſelves to be ſeparate from, 
and independent of, it? Theſe two Queſ- 
tions are widely different, and ought 

never 


v ADVERTISEMENT. 
never to be confounded : Yet all thoſe, 
who plead for removing religious Teſts, 
and penal Laws, from one Species of Diſ- 
fentients, while they wiſh to have them 
continued on another, do actually con- 
found theſe different Queſtions : There- 
fore they certainly have not that Fullne 
of Right to complain of Hardſhip, or 
Ill-treatment, which they would have had, 
were their own Example ſuch as could be 
appealed to, in Favour of UNIVIERSaAI 
ToLERATION. | 


AN 


d, An Intermediate Diſſertation, 


An EE EQ UE 


Into the proper and juſtifiable Methods of 


Propagating the Chriſtian Religion. 


WP EIS AOE 7 De Le 


AN 


E R R AT UM. 


Page 37, Line 24 for Dath nat Perſecutin 
read Doth Perſecution. 


* 


have ſe 
graciou 


uti, 


02 22% LORDAGIY Sena, DIY 
4 \ Ce N 8 FP. (CR - TE 4 18 
e 
ee 
N N — WP £57 — = 1677 
n 7 « | 7 2 SN 22 " 
D\ — 1 59 e N 
822 8 SY CIR WS> & 
A N 


LUKE ix. 54, 55, and 56. 


Lord, wilt thou that we command Fire to come 
down from Heaven and conſume them, even as 
Elias did? But he turned, and rebuked them, 
and ſaid, Ye know not what Manner of Spirit 
ye are of : For the Son of Man is not come to 
deftroy Men's Lives, but to ſave them. - 


F have ſeen in the Courſe of theſe 
= Diſſertations, how God at ſundry 
Times, and in divers Manners, 
? ſpake in Times paſt unto the Fa- 
" thers by the Prophets: And we 
have ſeen alſo, that in theſe laſt Days he hath 
graciouſly condeſcended to ſpeak unto us by his 
B 5 Son. 
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Son. Nay. more, we have obſerved, that every 
preceding Revelation was a Kind of a School 
Maſter to bring Men to a ſucceeding one; and 
that all of them, from firſt to laſt, either medi- 
ately or immediately led to, and terminated i in, 
the Chriſtian. We are now therefore to enter 
upon a Diſcuſſion of this Chriſtian Syſtem, the 
greateſt and moſt extenſive Tender of Divine 
Mercies that ever was made to Mankind. In 
Relation to, which we have diſcoyered already, 
that the Meſſiah made his Appearance in the 
Fleſh both at the fitteſt Seaſon for the Purpoſe, 
as well as at that very Juncture, when all the 
Predictions concerning him were to be ac- 
compliſhed and fulfilled. Moreover we have 


traced his threefold mediatorial Office of King, 


Prieſt, and, Prophet, throughout every Period 
down. to the laſt, when he came to execute them 


perſonally: himſelf, 


Now from a View of all this, it muſt neceſ- 
ſarily follow, that a Religion of ſuch tranſcen- 
dent Dignity, which was planted and eftabliſh- 
ed by the eternal Son of God himſelf;—a Rel: 
gion of ſuch vaſt Conſequence. both to the pre- 
ſent, Intereſt and future Happineſs of Mankind, 
ought to be embraced by all. But, alas! we know 
by woeful Experience, that, conſidering the 
Multitudes of Mankind, the N omber of 


Chriſtians, is ſmall indeed !—And that even * 
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1 1 1. 
of this ſmall Number, a large Portion of * 
ſtrangely corrupt the Faith, and adulterate its 
genuine Principles; whilſt a larger Portion ſtill 
neglect its Rules and diſobey its Precepts. 
What then is to be done to theſe ungrateful 
Wretches? How is the Infidel to be converted ? 
How is the Heretic or Schiſmatic to be brought 
back to an orthodox Faith? And the mere no- 
minal and wicked Chriſtian to be either re- 
claimed or puniſhed ?— Lord, wilt thou that we 
command Fire to come down from Heaven to con- 
fume them, even as Elias did? This is certainly 
the Language which Paſſion, Reſentment, and 
blind Zeal would firſt adopt. But is it the 
Language of the Goſpel | ? And are we any 


where told by Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, that 


Fires brought down from Heaven, or Fires 
lit up on Earth, are the proper Inſtruments 
to be uſed for the Propagation of his Religion 


at firſt, or for the Conſervation of 1 it afterwards? ? 


Surely no: For our bleſſed Saviour i in the Text 
directly aſſerts the contrary: Ye not not what 


Manner of Spirit ye are of; and then he adds in 


the ſucceeding Verſe, The Son of Mai is not 
come to deſtroy Men's Lives, but to ſave them ; 
which was afterwards confirmed and inuſtrated 


erery one of his Apoſtles, both in their 


ritings and by their Actions. 


| Bur ill ; an undeniable Fact it is, that Ella 
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Heaven to conſume the Worſhippers of Baal I 
« And therefore why may not we execute alike whe 
1 Vengeance (when we have the Power of do. Kin 
ning it) on the declared Enemies of the Gol. per 
'« pel? Or at leaſt, why might. not we, fron true 
„ this Precedent, deduce. an Inference to Juſtif or f. 
"0 ourſelves in laying, proper Curbs and Re of .1 
"062 ſtraints on thoſe who would pervert the Py proſ 
e rity, or corrupt the Principles, of true Re. very 
BE... ligion : d» A ſufficient. Reply to ſuch bod deſce 
Queſtions would doubtleſs be this: — You hat Chri; 
received no extraordinary Commiſſion (as Eli tion $ 
did) from Heaven to uſe, any ſuch Meaſure; ; 
Lou are not allowed even to wiſh, much leſs 20 
pray, that Fire may, deſcend from Heayen t | hum: 
conſume any Offender whatever. Much i firſt ] 
are you authoriſed by the Goſpel to light up i the fe 
Fires of Perſecution yourſelves, in order to cat puniſ] 
ſume, or to puniſh thoſe, whom you may eſter appea 
to be unſound in any Part of the Chriſtian Fail Granc 
- | on th 
HowEveR, as an Inſtance is here produuii that h 
in the Caſe of Elias, which ſeems to Juſtify 8 greſſo 
Infliction of Puniſhment on the Score of Rei ment 
gion; and as it may be of great Service toth 
Cauſe of Truth to have this Circumſtance ti 2d) 
roughly and ſatisfactorily cleared up I to inf] 
therefore enter the deeper into the SubjeG; a diluvis 
will endeavour to trace the Doctrine of fei Pieties 
Vvorthi 
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Now * Queſtion before us is raid this; 
whether Force, Violence, or Compulſion of any 
Kind, are preſcribed in the Scriptures, as pro- 
per Means to be uſed by the Worſhippers of the 
true God, either for the original Propagation, 
or for the ſubſequent Defence and Preſervation 
of true Religion? And as we have all along 
proſecuted our Inquiries by beginning from the 
very firſt Period of. Religion, and-then regularly 
deſcending downwards, till we come to ther 
Chriſtian, I ſhall: carry on the preſent Examina- | 
tion after the ſame Manner. | 


C Iſt. Turn let it be Do Who, or _ 


| human Beings were commiſſioned to puniſh our 


firſt Parents for their Tranſgreſſion, in eating 
the forbidden Fruit? God himſelf did certainly 
puniſh them by various Ways: But it doth not 
appear, that he commiſſioned any of their Sons, 
Grandſons, or Deſcendents, to ſit in Judgment 
on their Progenitors: And moſt certain it is, 
that he did not commiſſion the original Tranſ- 
greſſors to become a mutual Plague and Tor- 
ment to each other. 


2dly. Ar rk the Fall, Who was appointed 
to inflict temporal Puniſhments on the Anti- 
diluvian World for their manifold and groſs Im- 
pieties ?- Never ſure did any People more 
worthily deſerve to be puniſhed than they, if 
Puniſn- 


( 141 
Puniſhment by the Hand of Man had been 
judged at that Juncture a proper Mode of Pro- 
cedure. For God ſaw that the Wickedneſs 
« of Man was great in the Earth; and that 
every Imagination of the Thoughts of his 


Heart was only evil continually : And it re- 


< pented the Lord, that he had made Man on 


c the Earth, and it grieved him at his Heart. 


4 Genefis vi. 5 and 6.” But yet we do not read, 


that God commiſſioned Noah, or any other of 


the Sons of Men, to avenge his Cauſe, notwith- 
ſtanding the manifold Provocations; and not- 
withſtanding it muſt be allowed, that this was 
a Meaſure he might as eaſily have taken as any 


other. Indeed we are told by the Apoſtle St. 


Peter, that the Almighty did ſend Noah among 
them: But with what View? Not to inflict 
corporal Puniſhments ; not to fine or impriſon ; 
nor to compel or confiſcate; but to preach 
Righteouſneſs to them : That is, to warn them to 
forfake their evil Deeds, and to caution them 
to flee from the Wrath to come ;---and then, 
when all theſe perſuaſive Means proved ineffec- 
tual, and the Apoſtates remained ſtill incorrigt- 
ble; — God himſelf brought the Flood to ſweep 
away the World of the Ungodly. 


3dly. A ſimilar Obſervation might be made 
on the Conduct of Providence from the Flood 


till the Call of Abraham. For the World 15 
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degenerated, and became idolatrous; ſo that 
little or no Traces were left of the Religion of 
Adam, or the Faith and Covenant. of Noah. 
And yet no human Commiſſioner was appointed 
either to puniſh the Reprobate, or to recall the 
Back-Sliders, or to reſtrain the wavering and 
inconſtant by the Terror of penal Sanctions. 


4thly. Wx find likewiſe, that the ſame Syſtem 
prevailed from the Call of Abraham. till Moſes : 
vor neither Abraham, 1/aac, nor Jacob, received 
any Warrant from Heaven to puniſh the Inha- 
bitants of Canaan; tho? the Vices and Corrup- 
tions of ſome of theſe Inhabitants were grown 
to ſuch an abominable Height as to call down 
the immediate Vengeance of God by Fire and 
Brimſtone in the. Deſtruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. 


WrzREroRE, gthly. Come we now to the 
Moſaic Diſpenſation.— And here indeed we 
may trace out a Conduct obſerved by Provi- 
dence, different from any of the former; which 
Difference therefore ought to be examined by 
us with the greater Care. For this is the firſt 
Time, during the Space of almoſt 1500 Years, 
in which we find that human Agents were em- 
ployed to vindicate the Honour and Glory of 
God, or to inflict temporal Puniſhments, on 
Account of falſe Notions reſpecting the Object 

of 


3 
of religious Worſhip. And it is very true, boti never 
that the Iſraelites were commiſſioned to exter- a perſo, 
minate the Canaanites, becauſe of their manifold wich th 
and ſhocking Enormiries;--- And alſo, that if any 0 f Fey 
one among the Hraelites ſhould turn Apoſtate, ich re 
and worſhip any other God, he was to be put han th 
to Death without Reprieve: Which Law con- hat the 
cerning Apoſtacy was the Baſis of Elijalis Au- r hum 
thority in commanding Fire to come down from ore fe 
Heaven to confound and conſume the Wor: ter th 
ſhippers of Baal. _ Red Sea 

1 overed 

Bor before we come directly to this Matter, Wc, I ſay 
we have ſome previous Points to ſettle. is 600, 
; peaking, 

As firſt, it doth not appear, that the 1/raeliis ¶ ieaſed 1 
were commiſſioned to avenge the Cauſe of Gol ir other! 
againſt Idolatry in general, but only againſt tie Deſtructi, 
particular Idolaters of the Land of Canaan : Fo ay. of 


they only were to be exterminated. Now, hal and of 
Meſes conſulted his own Feelings as a Man, 0 BWceive t 
reaſoned on the Caſe as a Patriot or a Politiciun; ; and 
it is much more probable, that he would har ent to b 


fixed on the Egyptians, rather than on the (4 WE large ir 
naanites, as the propereſt Objects to be deſtroy Wong with 
For the Egyptians, as far as can be traced fronicular Spe 
Hiſtory, were equally idolatrous with the ( 
naanites ; and beſides exerciſed the moſt unjuſ War 
fable Cruelties and Tyranny over the Childri | ecific R 
ef Vrael; which the Canaantti/h rm ing, the 
nc 


we. „ 


Gods, was only a partial one, and never intended 
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| be age 
the ſeven Nations of Canaan, equally idolatrous of Stra 
and perhaps not much leſs immoral, by a Pu. Iſrael, 
niſhment ſo very ſingular, and at the ſame Tine 3 
fo very terrible? Reaſons undoubtedly there LE 
were, juſt and good, weighty and i 1mportant; der 
and which perhaps, one Time or other, may Wal Eitirps 
be diſcovered by. us, or revealed to us, together "et 
with the whole State of the Caſe reſpecting the Ve 
both this Life and a future. But in the mea L ould | 
While, we muſt reſt ſatisfied with our Ignorance: Regard 
'For who hath known the Will of the Lord? 24] «: 
Or who hath been his Counſellor ? And it i 1 
ſufficient for us to learn at preſent, that even i 3 
Caſes where all are found to be equally guilt, . 1 
ſome may be marked out as the Objects either 4 7% 
of preſent Juſtice, or of Mercy, more conlpi- . if E 
cuouſly than others: For were it not ſo, ther was to r. 
would hardly be any Room in many Caſes fu Wi unmoleſ 
ſhewing preſent Examples either of Juſtice, c courted. 
of Mercy. 50 that our Saviour's Reaſol- "RF? 
ing in the Caſe of the Galileans, ſeems to be „ 
particularly appoſite to our preſent P urpok, © not al 
« Suppoſe ye that theſe Galileans were Sinnes . * 4 
cc above all the Galzleans, becauſe they ſuffered © becau! 
« ſuch Things! ? I tell you nay but except je E The C 
e repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh.” | be ſhall 
| | „Lord, 
WnERTTORE, 2dly. another Proof, that tht dai. 5, 
Command to extirpate the Worſhippers of falle dives Dir 


be 
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be a general Rule, may be drawn from the Caſe 
of Strangers ſojourning in any of the Coaſts of 
Iſrael, Indeed it was requiſite, that theſe 
Strangers muſt have come from a far Country; 
becauſe, if they had been Natives of Paleſtina, 
they were involved in the general Sentence of 
Extirpation. But if they were the Inhabitants 
of other Countries, occaſionally reſiding among 
the 1/raelites, Moſes expreſsly enjoyns, that they 
$ ſhould be treated with peculiar Tenderneſs and 
Regard. If, faith he, [ Levit. xix, 33, 
34] © a Stranger ſojourn with thee in your 
« Land, ye /hall not vex him. But the Stranger 
« that dwelleth with you, ſhall be unto you as 
one born among you, and thou ſhalt love him 
4s thyſelf, for ye were Strangers in the Land 
« of Egypt.” Nay more, even an Egyptian 
was to remain among them, not only ſecure and 
unmoleſted, but in ſome Reſpe& he was to be 
courted and careſſed, with a View, as it ſhould 
eem, that he might become a Convert. The 
Words of Moſes are theſe: Thou fhakt 
not abhor an Edomite, for he is thy Bro- 
« ther. Thou ſhalt nct abhor an Egyptian, 
* becauſe thou waſt a Stranger in his Land. 
* The Children that are begotten of them, 
© ſhall enter into the Congregation of the 
Lord, in their third Generation.” Deuter. 
ri. 7, 8, Moreover in other Places Moſes 
ves Directions, that the Stranger, if in Want, 
C2 ſhould 
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ſhould be relieved equally with the national 
Poor, the Fatherleſs and the Widow ;---all three 
being ſeveral Times for that Reaſon claſſed tg. 
gether. See particularly Deuter. xiv. 29, allo 
24, 17, 19, 20, 21, and 22 Verſes. And it 
is very remarkable, that all theſe Acts of Bene. 
volence are enjoyned to be done in Favour of 
the Stranger, without requiring him to be pre. 
viouſly circumeiſed, or to make any open, expreſ 
Renunciation of his former Idolatries : So that 
provided he refrained from offering his Seed 
to Melech [ Levit. xx. 2] [an immoral Action, 
and a cruel, unnatural Murder this ! which 
certainly ought to be reſtrained from being com- 
mitted by the Civil Magiſtrate of every Cour- 
try.] And provided allo he did not * entice the 
Iſraelites to join with him in the Worſhip of hi 


— — 


* In order the more effectually to prevent the Strange 
from enticing any of the Children of Jael into Idolatr, 
it was commanded, that when Strangers were diſpoſed to 
offer any Burnt-Offering or Sacrifice, they muſt firſt bra 
it to the Door of the Tabernacle of the Cann 
d6ubtleſs as a Proof, that it was to be offered to the tr 
God Jehovah, and to no other. But it doth not appen 
that the Stranger was compellable to offer any Burnt - Of. 
ing or Sacrifice at all; nay the contrary is very apparel 
from the 15th of Numbers v. 14.: Whereas the Children 
Tjrael plainly were compellable. This Diſtinction is ve 

Goble See Lewit. c. xvii. and compare the firſt ſer 
Verſes with the 8th and gth. Moreover all Strangers wen 
forbid the Uſe of Blood; and were te be ſubject to ſam 
legal Purifications ; leſt their Touch might defile other 
converſing with them. . ci 
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falſe Gods, abſtained from Blood,---and did 
not blaſpheme the Name of the God of 1/rae!, 
[Levit. xxiv. 16.] There is nothing to be found 
in the Books of Moſes, which.countenances the 
leaſt Violence to be offered to his Perſon, or 
any Injury to his Property, on Account of his 
differing from them in religious Sentiments. 
In ſhort, Liberty of Conſcience, under the 


Regulations above mentioned, ſuffered no In- 


fringement from any expreſs Law of Moſes; —- 
it being very certain, that no Inquiſition was au- 
thoriſed to be made concerning what a Stranger 


privately thought, or what he did, provided he 


conducted himſelf ſo as to give no public Offence 


or Scandal, The only Reſtriction put upon 


him was, that he ſhould not partake of the 
Paſcal Lamb at the Feaſt of the Paſſover, *till 
he and his Males were firſt circumciſed : A Re- 
ſtriction which carries no more Hardſhip or 
Perſecution in it, than it would be among us, 
to debar a Man from partaking of the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, till he had firſt 
entered into the Chriſtian Covenant by Baptiſm. 


See Exodus xii. 43, 48. 


3dly. Tux Caſe of the Mraelites carrying on 
foreign Wars, that is, Wars beyond the Diſtrict 
of the little Country of Canaan, is a further 
Proof that thia Injunction to extirpate Idolatry 
was only local. For the Directions given by 
> Moſes, 


0 lt mr Ree, = 
o 


tal. 
Moſes, whenever luch an Event ſhould OPS 
plainly imply, that the 1/raelites were to tolerate 
the Idolaters of other Countries, even after 
theſe latter had ſubmitted to their Power. His 
Words are theſe, Dent. xx. IO, 11, „When 
thou comeſt nigh unto a City to fight againſt 
“ it [a diſtant City, beyond the Coiifines of the 
« promiſed Land] then proclaim Peace unto it; 
which Offer of Peace was not to be made to 
any of the Cities of the ſeven devoted Nations 
of Canaan: See Verſes 15, 16, 17, and 18.— 
And it ſhall be, if it make thee anſwer of 
« Peace, and open unto thee ; then it ſhall be, 
* that all the People found there, ſhall be Tri 
ce butaries unto thee, and they ſhall ſerve thee.” 
Where obſerve, that not a Word is dropped 
about compelling them to forſake their Idol. 
Worſhip, and to conform to the Religion of 
the Hebrews ; but only the obliging them to 
pay Tribute as a conquered People. 


App to this 4thly, That the Inſtance of the 
Gibeonites, who by Stratagem obtained the Fa- 
vour of being treated by the Jraelites, as a re- 
mote People, ſending Embaſſadors to ſeek their 
Friendſhip, is a further Proof that emu and 
the I/aelites themſelves underſtood this Law for 
the Extirpation of Idolatry, as limited to the 
ſeven Nations only. For they would not extend 


| it even to the Gibeonites, becauſe the Gibeomits 
had 
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had made them believe, that they came from a 
far Country: And therefore when Fo/hua pro- 


Jis nounced Sentence upon them, he did it in the Stile 
on of a Conqueror, agreeably to what the Law of 
nſt Moſes had in that Caſe made and provided; | 
the without adding a ſingle Word concerning the 
to Neceſſity of their Converſion to the true Re- 
on ligion, or of their renouncing Idolatry.. See 
hs Joſhua ix. 3, 27. Yet ſurely it muſt be ac- 
"A knowledged, that as he had the Power of com- 
of pelling them to ſubmit to what Terms he 
be, pleaſed, he might have uſed Compulſion in ſuch 
T. a Caſe as this, if Force was allowable in reli- 
ee gious Matters. N 

Ped eee 
dol WreRzroRE, 5thly. as the antient Inhabi- 


tants of Canaan were the only People devoted 
to Deſtruction on Account of their Idolatries ;- 
and as the Iſraelites were to be employed as the 
Inſtruments of Providence for this Purpoſe 

2 vit is but reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that theſe 
mY Jhatltes who were to inflict this exemplary 
| Puniſhment on others, were to be ſubject them- 


their elves to the like Penalties. And ſuch we finds 
7 the Fact: For nothing can be more terrible, 
* than the Threatenings which are denounced in 
"the various Places of the Books of Moſes againſt 


apoſtatizing to Idolatry. But ſee more parti- 
cularly the 13th Chapter of Deuteronomy ; which 
treats altogether on this Subject. Nay, to 
ſpeak 


[ 24 J 

ſpeak with Preciſion, and according to the Lan- 
guage of our Courts of Law, the Country itſelf 
was held by no other * Tenure, than that of the 


Inhabitants being faithful, and bearing true 


Allegiance to, their King Jehovah. So that, 


according to the Terms of ſuch a Conſtitution, 


the Sin of Idolatry was Treaſon againſt the 
State: And the ſetting up of falſe Gods was an 
overt Act of Rebellion againſt their lawful S0. 
vereign, the Kino, as well as the God, of 
Iſrael. FOR | 

Now : laying all theſe Things together, the 
Conduct of Elija in calling Fire to come down 
from Heaven to conſume theWorſhippers of Baa, 
will appear in a very different Light from what 


it would have done, had we not been previouſly 


made acquainted with theſe Facts and Circum- 
ſtances. For the apoſtate Worſhippers here 
mentioned were 1/raehites by Birth ;---The Scene 
of Action was in the Land of Canaan, that very 
Country where the Sin of Apoſtacy and the 


— 1 


* The Circumſtance, that the Land of Canaan, whel 
poſſeſſed by the I/raclites, was not to be conſidered 4 
their Property, but as the ſole Property of their King Jebv 
vah, who was to grant them the Occupation or Uſufr 
thereof on certain Conditions, as his Tenants, is emp 
tically expreſſed in the 25th of Leviticus v. 23. © Tt 
Land ſhall not be ſold for ever, (or for a longer Period thu 
49 Years) FOR THE LAND is MINE ; for ye are Strang" 
and Sojourners WITH ME. | 
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Crime of Rebellion were one and the ſame 
Thing. Moreover the Idol, whom they wor- 
ſhipped, was Baal, the ſuppoſed God of the Sun, 
or of Fire. Therefore the Prophet, both to 
puniſh, and to confute their Idolatry by the 
ſame Act, and in order that others might be 
convinced, as well as terrified by their Example, 
made the very Element of Fire to be the In- 
ſtrument of their Puniſhment. 


Ta1s being the Caſe, ſurely, the Diſciples of 
our Lord were moſt egregiouſly miſtaken in 
, the alledging thoſe Acts of Elijal, as a proper Pre- 


down cedent in our Saviour's Time. For in the firſt 
Baa, Place, the Samaritans, who refuſed to receive 
wha: our Lord, becauſe his Face was as though he 
ouſly would go to Feruſalem, could not be charged 
a ith Idolatry on any Pretence whatever; and 


therefore were not ſubject to the Penalties which 
ges had denounced. 2dly, Suppoſing even 


Scene 
i hat hey had been Idol-Worſhipers,---this Law 
3 equiring Idolatry to be puniſhed with Death, 


ad loſt its Force, and had grown to be obſolete 


or ſeveral Ages paſt, like many other original 
1, whel aws and Conſtitutions belonging to the Moſaic 
1 Diſpenſation. But 3dly, and above all, the 
Uſatnt i Time was now come, when a new and a better 
; empit ovenant was to take Place; a Covenant fitted 
dio ts er the Uſe and Circumſtances of all Mankind; 


wherein therefore every Thing harſh and ſevere 
D was 
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was to be ſtudiouſly avoided ; inſtead whereof 
Forbearance and Benevolence were to be uni. 
verſally inculcated; and no Diſtinctions to be 
kept up between Kindreds and Countries for 
the future: For the Son of Man did not com 
to deſtroy Men's Lives, but to ſave them. Well 
then. might our Lord upbraid thoſe zealous but 
ignorant Men with that cutting Reproof,.--J; 
know not what Spirit ye are of. 


PART IL 

_ Come we now therefore to the Caſe of the 
Goſpel itſelf : And ſeeing that every Part of the 
Chriſtian, World hath been found to adopt per. 
ſecuting Meaſures in one Degree, or at one 
Time or other,---let us examine their reſpeCtive 
Pretences, and then we ſhall the better 
judge of the Rectitude or Defenſibility of ſuch 
Proceedings. Now, if any Thing can be ſad 
in Favour of Perſecution under the Goſpel Di- 
penſation, the Argument muſt be drawn either 
from thoſe. Examples which our Lord and his 
Apoſtles have propoſed for our Imitation ;;--0 
from thoſe Commands and Precepts, which 
they have preſcribed for our Conduct; or from 
the intrinſic Nature of Religion itſelf, eſpecially 
the Chriſtian ;---or laſtly from the abſolute Ne- 
ceſſities of Civil Government. Let us there- 
fore examine each of theſe Topics in their 


Order. * 
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Avv, 1ſt. as to thoſe Examples which Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles have ſet for our Imitation. It 
is certainly our Duty to tread in their Steps 
wherever we can ;---and more eſpecially when 
we are engaged either in the Propagation 
of the Goſpel, or the Preſervation of its 
Purity. Here therefore let it be aſked, what 
Advantage can the Advocates for Perſecu- 
tion derive from the Example of our Lord and 
his Apoſtles ? Did they perſecute ? No. Did 
they attempt to perſecute? No. Did they re- 
commend the Uſe of Perſecution, as ſoon as 
the Chriſtians ſnould become the ſtronger Party? 
No; far, very far from it. However let us 
ſearch this Matter to the Bottom. St. Mark 
aſſures us, and the other Evangeliſts in Effect 
confirm it, that when our Lord entered firſt 
upon his Miniſtry, after having been baptized 
of John, and after that John was put into Pri- 
ſon; — C He came into Galilee, preaching the 
Goſpel (or the good News) of the Kingdom, 
and aying the Time is fulfilled, and the King- 
dom of God is at Hand: Repent ye, and believe 
the Goſpel.” Thus he began; and ſurely it muſt 
be allowed, that ſuch Beginning is worthy of a 
Chriſtian Cauſe; in which the only human 
Means made uſe of were Arguments and Per- 
ſuaſion. Let it therefore be further inquired, 
| how did he proceed ?—And what Means or 
Methods did he afterwards imploy in the Propa- 
"INS gation 


(3 
gation of his Religion? All the ſacred Hiſto. 
rians of his Life and Actions concur in declat. 
ing, That he himſelf to the very laſt « went 
<« about all the Cities and Villages (of Fade) 
< teaching in their Synagogues, and preaching 
<« the Goſpel of the Kingdom, and healing 
« every Sickneſs and every Diſeaſe among the 


<« People :”---So that thus far at leaſt his own 


Practice was altogether uniform and conſiſtent 
And as to thoſe human Agents, whom he em- 
ployed firſt in his Life-time to the 7ews only, 
and after his Reſurrection to the Gentiles alſo; 
a Part of the Commiſſion granted to the former 
ran in theſe Words: Go ye to the loſt Sheey 
«< of the Houſe of [/rael ;---and as ye g0 
« preach, ſaying, the Kingdom of Heaven i 
« at hand: Heal the Sick, cleanſe the Leper, 
4 raiſe the Dead, caſt out Devils, freely je 
« have received, freely give :---Behold, I ſend 
<« you forth as Sheep in the midſt of Wolves: l 
<« ye therefore wi/e as Serpents, and HARMLES 
« as Doves.” And when he came to extend th 
Commiſſion of preaching the Goſpel, or pub 
liſhing the good News of the Kingdom, to al 
Nations, as well as to the Jes; he gave nd 
the leaſt Intimation, that the Harmleſoneſi d 
Doves was to be recalled, or was to become lf 
' neceſſary than heretofore. Nay, tho? he ha 
but juſt declared, that all Power was giv 


unto him in Heaven, and iz Earth, yet in & 
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liſto- citing the general Commiſſion, he never once 
eclar- infinuated, that now he would delegate a cer- 
went tain Portion of this Earthly Power to the 
faden) WY - Preachers of the Goſpel, or indeed to any 
ching WI others, for the Purpoſes of obliging Men by 
ealing Force to be of, or to continue in, his Religion. 


On the contrary, when Converts were to be 
made, they were to be made after the ſame lau- 
dable Manner of Inſtruction and Perſuaſion as 
heretofore. ** Go ye therefore, and teach (or 
on * inſtruct) all Nations, baptizing them in the 
s allo; Name of the Father, and of the Son, arid of 
forme WW © the Holy Ghoſt : Teaching them to obſerve 
Sheep Bi © all Things whatſoever I have commanded 
ye 20,8 « you; and, lo, 1 am with you always even unto 
aven ; © the End of the World.” Moreover to con- 
Lepers WW firm this Argument, that Force was improper 
ely e to be uſcd in Matters of Religion, under any 
„I fend Pretence whatever, we have our Saviour's own 
ves: E Comment on his own Actions, in two memo- 
RMLES BG rable Inſtances. The firſt occurs in the Caſe of 
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end ti te Samaritans mentioned in the Text. For 
or pub theſe Samaritans were undoubtedly in a great 
„ to Error; (Salvation being of the Jews) and they 
ave 1 had moreover perſonally offended our Lord and 
—2— bis Diſciples by their Bigotry, in not receiving 
om 


him, becauſe his Face was as though he would 
80 to Jeruſalem. Yet when the Diſciples Jom 
ind James were for calling down Fire trom 


eaven to conſume them, even as Elias did; 
5 our 
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1 
our Lord ſeverely reprimanded their blind 
Zeal and unchriſtian Conduct; -- Le know mt 
what Manner of Spirit ye are of; that is, ye are 
Strangers, as yet, to the Spirit and Temper, 
the Scope and Deſign of my Religion: For th 
Son of Man is not come to deftray Men's Lives 
but to ſave them. Again, when the Officers of 
the Chief Prieſts and Elders had ſeized our 
Lord, and when Peter, more zealous than wit 
had attempted a Reſcue, by ſmiting a Servant 
of the High Prieſt, and cutting off his right 
Ear; our Lord rebuked him alſo for this im- 
proper Diſplay of his Affection; ſaying unto 
him, Put up again thy Sword into its Place, 
for all they that take the Sword, ſhall periſh 
« by the Sword.“ And to convince him that 
he did not reprove him on this Occaſion, mere. 
ly on Account of the Raſhneſs of the Attempt, 
or the Improbability of its Succeſs, he adds 
likewiſe the following Words: Thinkeſt thou 
that I cannot now pray to my Father; and 
<« he ſhall preſently give us more than twelve 
« Legions of Angels?” So that if external 
Force were proper to be uſed, our Lord here 
declared, that he could have had recourle to 
that Method himſelf, without imploying tit 
Sword of Peter. Nay, as if it were on Purpoſe 
to cut off all Pretences for making Application 
to the ſecular Arm in future Times, he aſſerted 
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not of this World. Conſequently, that Force 
and Terror (the uſual, indeed the neceſſary Sup- 
ports of other States and Empires) were unfit 
Inſtruments to be uſed either for the Advance- 
ment, or for the Preſervation of his Kingdom. 
Indeed he himſelf makes an Inference to the 
like Effect, by what he adds in the ſame Verſe, 
If my Kingdom were of this World, then 
« would my Servants fight that I ſhould not be 
« delivered to the Jews : But now is my King- 
dom not from hence.” 


Ovs King therefore, and indeed the ſole and 
only King of the Chriſtian World, having 
thus expreſsly diſclaimed the Uſe of human 
Force in the Adminiſtration. of his Govern- 
ment,---let us ſee in the next Place, how did 
his Commanders and his chief Officers behave, 
who received their Commiſſion immediately from 
himſelf ; I ſay, how did they act, and what 
Methods did they proſecute for defeating his 
Enemies, and for the Promotion and Proſperity 
of his Church, or viſible Kingdom, here on 
Earth? John and James, we have ſeen already, 
before they were thoroughly inſtructed in the 
Wy Chriſtian Doctrines, were for calling down Fire 
from Heaven; and Peter was for uſing the 
Vvord on a like Occaſion : But when they had 
© | imbibed true and juſt Notions of their Maſter's 
Phan, and faw the real Deſign and Tendency 
- of 


„ 

| of the Goſpel of Peace, What Methods did 
they then purſue ? Juſt the very Reverſe of thoſe 
which they had purſued before : And whoſoever 
will read over the Acts of the Apoſtles, with 
Care and Attention, will find, that Peter and 
John, and all the firſt Propagators of the Gof: 
pel had no Notion whatever, that it was lawful 
for them to have uſed Force and Compulſion 
in ſuch a Cauſe. 


ST. Paul likewiſe ;---he was a Man naturally 
of ſtrong Paſſions, and both a moſt zealous, 
and a molt ſucceſsful Preacher of the Goſpel: 
Moreover he had been a Perſecutor himſelf in 
a wrong Cauſe: Did he therefore, when he 
became a Convert, and an Apoſtle, think it rex 
ſonable and juſt to uſe Perſecution in a right 
one? Far from it. For every Part of his Con- 


duct, and every Relation which he gives of the 


Sufferings which he endured for the Sake of 


the Goſpel, plainly ſhew, that he diſapproved 


of Perſecution in all Reſpects whatever. 


Howeves, as this will lead us to conſider 


2dly, the Commands and Precepts of our Lord, 


and his Apoſtles, as well as their Example; 
we will therefore enter upon a Diſcuſſion of that 
Topic allo, 


Now :t is obſervable, that tho' our Loid 
foretold many Things concerning the future 
State 
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State of his Church ; and, tho? he laid down 
many Rules for the Conduct of his Followers, 
when ſuffering Perſecution, he did not utter 2 
ſingle Word, which could imply a -Wiſh 
of Deſire, much more a Command, that any 
hereafter, who called themſelves by his Name, 
ſhould retaliate, or inflict it on others. Nay, 
when he aſcribes a Bleſſedneſs in his Sermon on 
the Mount to thoſe, who ſhould be perſecuted 
for Righteouſneſs Sake; he doth by a ſtrong Im- 
F plication evidently ſignify, that thoſe who per- 
ſecute, even for the Sake of true Religion, have 
not the like Beatitude to expect. Bleſſed are 
« they, which are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs. 
„ Sake; for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.” 


Unpzx this Head we may further add the 
Rules and Directions given by St. Paul to Ti- 
mothy and Titus. Theſe Men had been ap- 
pointed by him to be the Biſhops of the Church 
of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of 
God, not only during his Abſence, but after 
is Deceaſe. And he foretells the ſeveral Cala- 

ities and Diſaſters, which would afflict the 

hurch in future Times; more eſpecially he 
forewarns them to expect a great falling off 
From the Truths of the Goſpel. Nay, he in- 
ſtructs them, what Courſes to take, and what 
hey are to do, when ſuch Events ſhall happen: 
They are to take heed to themſelves, and 
E. - < unto 


LEAR: 
+ unto, their Doctrine, and aentinus in they, 
Fhey are to follow after Righteouſneſs, God 
* lneſs, Faith, Love, Patience, and Meck 
% neſs: They are to preach, the Word, be in 
< ftant in Seaſon, out of Seafjon, to repro, 
“ rebuke, exhort with all long Suffering a0 
% Doctrine.“ And from ſeveral Paſſages in & 
Paul's Writings, as well as from the Nature of 
the Cafe, we may farther infer, that the Gy 


vernors af the Church were to inflict Ecclefiat 175 
cal Cenſures, ſo far as to exhort the faithful u To 
avoid all falſe Seducers; and to declare ſug Dima 
Perſons, when incorrigible, to be ſeparated an n 
cut off from the Communion of the Faithful licion 
That is, in ſhort, they were to exerciſe tho ap 
Rights, when neceſſary, which belong t NY 
Chhriſtians in common with every other Socieh beten 
upon Earth, and without which no Society al "PM 
fubſiſt; the Rights of Excluſion, as well asd Woatin 
Admiſfion. Thus far therefore the Governor expreſ; 
of the Church were, not only authoriſed, bi perſect 
exhorted to proceed ; but no farther ; neva tence : 
paſs this Barrier: Wherein you will obſert Hl 
that there is not the leaſt Intimation given abol beſt of 
Pains or Penalties, Fines or Imprifonments, 0 tion ;-- 


For th 
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any other Methods of Perſecution. | 


Mun the ſame Obfervations might be mat 
were it neceſſary to make them, on what i 
other Promulgators of the Goſpel, St. 9 
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St. James, St. Jude, and St. John have ſaid of 
the ſame Subject. Suffice it therefore to ob- 
ſerve in general, and once for all, chat the Doc- 
trine of Perſecution is not once recommended 
in the Books of the New Teſtament. And if we 
expect to find it, we muſt look for it ſome- 
where elſe, than in theſe Oracles of the living 


God. 


Tavs far we have proceeded in our Proofs, 
that neither our Lord nor his A poſtles gave any 
Directions, or left any Commands behind them 
for uſing Perſecution in the Affairs of Re- 
ligen. And tho' one would think, that the 
hate Want of a Commiſſion in this (Caſe was 
fufficient to deter the moſt fiery Zealot from 
ptetending to have one ;- yet we need not reſt 
the important Cauſe of univerſal Toleration on 
negative Proofs only: For we have bur Lord's 
expreſs and poſitive Injunctions to abſtain from 
perſecuting Meaſures under any religious Pre- 
tence whatever. Nay, the Caſe which he ſtates 
to illuſtrate this Point, would have ſerved the 


beſt of any to have juſtified the Uſe of Petſeeu- 


tion ;- if it could have been juſtified. at all. 
For the Similitude which he uſes in St. Mat- 
thew's Goſpel, Chap. 13. is that of the Wheat 
and the Tares. He himſelf had ſowed the 


| pureſt Wheat; but an Enemy, the Devil, 


ſowed Tares alſo in the ſame Field. By theſe 
F. 2 Means 
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Means it came to paſs, that the good and the 
bad Seed were intermingled, and grew up to. 
gether. Now it appears from the Context, and 
indeed from the Nature of the Caſe, that it wa 
no injudicious Courſe of Huſbandry to weed 
the Corn, and to gather up the Tare 
But nevertheleſs this Method: of Agriculture, 
however proper in other Caſes, was to be laid 
aſide in the Cultivation of the Field of the 
Goſpel, and a quite contrary one to take Place, 
« Let both the Wheat and the Tares grow to- 
<« gether until Harveſt, and in the Time of 
% Harveſt I will ſay to the Reapers, Gather je 
<« together firſt the Tares, and bind them in 
« Bundles to burn them but gather the Wheat 
into my Barn.” Now, if any Perſon will ſtil 
be ſo over zealous as to aſk, Why is the ge- 
thering of the Tares into Bundles, in order to 
be Burnt, to be delayed until the Time of Har: 
veſt ?---And why are not the Servants ordered 
forthwith to root out theſe noxious Weeds, and 
_ deſtroy them? Our Saviour himſelf has given 
a Reaſon in his Reply, Leſt while ye gather uf 
the Tares, YE ROOT UP ALSO THE WHEAT WITH 
THEM. 


War then can we ſay to theſe Things! 
The Language of the New Teſtament i 
ſo far from warranting, that it expreſly for 


bids us to have Recourſe to Perſecution. 
Shall 
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Shall we then hope to find it in the Nature 
and Conſtitution of Religion itſelf? Or at 
leaſt ſhall we imagine it to be ſo interwoven 
with Religion, that we cannot part them aſunder z 
that we cannot ſeparate one from the other? 
A ſtrange Conceit ſurely, that Religion and 
perſecution muſt neceſſarily be blended; yet 
ſtrange as it is, ſome have been weak enough 
to imagine, that Things ſo oppoſite and repug- 
nant to eachother muſt be incorporated together. 


Lr us therefore examine 3dly, in whar In- 
ſtance, or in what Senſe it 1s poſſible to ſuppoſe, 
That Religion can authoriſe the Uſe of Force 


or Compulſion. 


Now one eſſential Ingredient in the Compo- 
lition of all Religions, and of every Religion is, 
a ſincere Perſuaſion of the Truth of it; i. e. 
I muſt 7zwardly believe that which I outwardly 
profeſs ; otherwiſe I am an Unbehever, and have 
no Religion at all, at leaſt as far as relates to 
the Point in Queſtion, whatever it may happen 
to be. Here therefore lies a Difficulty, which 
calls aloud on the Advocates for Perſecution 

to ſolve if they are able. Doth aut Perſe- 
tion carry any Conviction along with it? And 
am I the more diſpoſed to believe a Thing, be- 
cauſe I am beaten, or threatened to be beaten, to 


be fined or impriſoned for not believing it? — 
| Let 


6 


Let the common Senſe of Mankind decide th gion 
Queſtion; and let che Experience of all Aga relies 
detertnine the Point, Whether ſuch a Method 8 
is not more calculated to make Men Zyporrite, bet | 
than to make them Converts? Now Hypoctify, 5 
weknow on every Principle, is an Abomination 1 6 
in the Sight of God; and this muſt be wrom, = c 
whether the Religion, which the Hypocrite pro- een 
feſſes, be true or falſe in itſelf, Therefore if gt 
Perſecution has nov natural and juſt Tendency e 
to work Conviction, but rather the contrary; Ja 
and if there can be no Religion at all without 25 
Conviction the Inference is undeniable, that Up, 
Religion and Perſeculion can have no Afﬀinity Caſe v 
to, no Alliance, no Connection with. each other, ho 4 
BsxsID EVS, if all our Doings without Chatiy Refers 
are nothing worth; and if Faith, or Convietion Ms 
itſelf is of no Avail, unleſs it worketh by Lore W 
doth Perſecution promote Charity? Doth | rep 
wang Love ?---Surely no: And both the Pe- e 
fecutors. and the Perſerated are the moſt un- Rights 
likely of all Men living, to be in ChriſtianLove ls o 
and Charity with each other. they r 
af whi 

Nay more, granting, if you pleaſe, that , 0 67 
ſome Good may accidentally and occaſiona i Streng 
ariſe from this Evil of Perſecution, as from a Means, 
other Evils natural or moral: . Granting, thi and Pi 


it may be a Means of preventing the Cont ; 
g100 £ 
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gion of Peſtilential Doctrines, by nipping He- 
reſies in the Bud ;- and to go ſtill farther 
granting that this Suppreſfion of Herefy was to 
be the very Thing, the only Thing, intended; 
yet what Concluſion would you draw from thefe 
Conceſſions ?---Would you' fay, that the End 
will ſanctify the Means? Would you do Evil, 


"D that Good might come? God forbid, For by 
ay” the very ſame Rule the greateſt Immoralities, 
680 and the moſt hoxrid Crimes that can he em- 
5 mitted, might be Os might be ſanctifiad 
wad on certain Occaſions. © 


Deren the "whole, 8 if this be the 
Caſe with reſpect to Religion, let us conſider in 


Reference to Civil Goreramens. 


Mey in a Stake of Nature are their own Go- 
vernors, - their own Protectors,---and the A- 
vengers of their own Wrongs ; but when they 
enter into Society, they mult part with theſe 
Rights by making a general Depoſit of them 
into the Hands of the Magiſtrate ;---from whom 
they receive others in Exchange, by Virtue of 
of which they become great Gainers. T hat 15 
do ſay, they derive from him, or from the united 
Strength af the Society. operating thro* his 
Means, much greater Protection, Advantage, 


and ** than any Individual eguld poſ- 
5 ſibly 
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the Anſwer undoubtedly ought to be, That he 


40 ] 
ſibly have procured to himſelf in his Gogle 
ſolitary, independent State. If therefore a Sur. 
render of Rights is to be made upon entering 
into Society, the Queſtion i is, What Rights ax 
to be ſurrendered ?---Or in other Words, what 
Powers is the Man to reſign and give up? And 
which is he ſtill to retain? To which Queſtion 
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ſhould' give up thoſe Rights, which could be 
better and more advantageduſſy managed for 
his own, and for the general Good by the Ma. 
giſtrate, than by himſelf; but ſhould- ſtill re 
tain all others, which belong properly and im- 
mediately to his -own- Perſon. He ought not, 
for Inſtance, to give up the Right of Eating 
and Drinking ;- Indeed he cannot, becauſe 
theſe are perſonal Things, where no Subſtitute 
can officiate for him; and for the ſame Reaſon 
he ought not to ſurrender t6 any one his Right 


of thinking and judging for himſelf. in he onſcier 
Affairs of Religion; becauſe this likewiſe is a 5 Prac 
perſonal Thing Beteven God and his own Con- afety 0 
ſcience; and he can neither be ſaved nor damned ght of 
by Proxy. | : Diſputes 
| rom T. 

HERE therefore it is evident, that Civil Go i arties, 
vernment has no Right to interfere ;---any other: np") oth 
wiſe, I mean, than by way of Charity and Per: preve 
fuaſion, and by Virtue of Free-Gifts, Bounties nd dev 
and F ncouragements: Which are Method Wl he Zeal, 
h erſtandi 


that 


L 


th that any private Individual has as clear 4 Right 
. to make uſe of, if he pleaſes, as the public 
he Magiſtrate. But the latter has no Right, any 
wo more than the former, to inflict Puniſhments, 
W great or ſmall: He ought not to fine, or im- 
55 priſon, much leſs to torture or to burn thoſe 
who happen to differ from him in religious Sen- 
br timents ; for, provided that the Man, who ſcru- 
, J ples to conform to his Religion, doth not dif- 
1 " turd the public Peace, or endanger the Safety 
2 of the State, he ought not to moleſt him in 
15 the peaceable and quiet Worſhip of God after 
8 his own Way. This is a general Rule, appli- 
* cable to all States and Countries, and to all 
. Eſtabliſhments Civil or Religious, throughout 
ut the Face of the Earth. And would to God it 
afon were more attended to, better underſtood, and 
10h univerſally practiced ? In ſhort, Liberty of 
the Conſcience, where no Principles are held, and 
To o Practices attempted inconſiſtent with the 
os Safety of Civil Society, is the univerſal Birth- 
Fight of all Mankind. And even as to thoſe 


WDiputes and Controverſies, which may ariſe 
rom Time to Time among the contending 
WP arties, the leſs the Magiſtrate interferes, 
any otherwiſe than by preſerving Peace, and 
preventing the Combatants from worrying 
Ind devouring one another)---the ſooner will 
8 he Zealots on both Sides come to a right Un- 
erſtanding, and make the Diſcovery of their 
| * own 


142 ] 


own Accord, that the Bufineſs of Religa z i _ * 
at to deftray Men's Lives, but to ſave thim, re 
25 Ix one Word, many a State and Kingdon otherv 
[* this Kingdom of Exgland in particular] he e * 
been ſhaken, been convulſed, and perhaps at h Wi the In 
Quite overturned for want of granting a timely I in chi 
Indulgence to tender Conſciences. But tn other 
is not an Inſtance to be produced in the Aua i than b 
of the World, of any State having been ver anothe 
kened, much leſs deſtroyed, by annexing : i hom 
eneral and univerſal Toleration to the cir i © per 

| Eftabliſhment of. Religion. ſecute 
8 be dow ca 
1 w 1e — nn * — This C 
It is evident at chis Day, even to a Pemonſtratin, That h 


that had that unhappy, ill-adriſed Monarch Charles t 

Firſt, and his furious Church Counſellors, Laud, Montagu, 

and others, made any tolerable and imely Concefliun, 

with a goed Grace,---the whole Seft of Puritans would hun 

ſplit. to Pieces, would have dwindled away, and becun 

contemptible. But Perſecution united them firmly tops 

ther; Perſecution cauſed all Men to pity them, and tow 

texeſt themſelves deeply in their Cauſe and Sufferings;» 

and laftly, it was notting but Perfecution (for there w 

1a other Conxefim) which formed an Alliance between it 

Puritans and the Patriots of thaſe Times, that ſoon becm 

fo- formidable, as to carry every Thing before it, and vl 

effect the Ruin both of Church and State. At laſt Carr 

ſaw his Error, and offered to make very great, perl : 

too great,--- Alterations in the Forms and Liturgy of va 

eftablifhed Church. But, alaſs ! his Offers then came u 

late; The Time of conferring Obligations was at an L 

and as ſuch Conceſſions were no longer con ſidered as Mum 
of Favour, but the Confequence of Victory, therefore u 
 Canguerars would not accept of Conditions from the ( 
| . but would preſcribe Terms of their own, and u 
their Turn, that the err now the Maſters, — Verb "if 

- fapientt. | | | 7 2 
1 


a] 
; Taz Inference from all this is plain and co- | 
gion i gent: The Religion of the Goſpel is a Religion 
* of Peace and Love; and thoſe, who think 
ngdon otherwiſe, know not what Manner of Spirit 
ar] ls they are of, Sound Policy, and a Regard for 
sache Intereſt both of Church and State, all unite 
timeh i in this Point: And to crown all, we have no 
t then other Method of proving, that we love God, 
Anna; than by firſt demonſtrating, that we love one 
a ver another. For he that loveth not his Brother 
xing! whom he hath ſeen [and ſurely it will be difficult 
e cir] BY perſuade the World, that he who would per- 
ſecute his Brother, is much in Love with him) 
how can he love God, whom he hath not ſeen ? 
This Command therefore have we from above, 
That he who loveth God, love his Brother alſo. 


POST- 


REE Things are - principally ob 
Ir e jected to the above State of the 
Bey 36 Caſe, and Train of Reaſoning. 


Firſt, Ir is faid, That Strangers ſojourning 
in any of the Coaſts. of 1/ael, were obliged to 
renounce their former Idolatries, by being 
obliged to obſerve the ſeven Precepts of Maj; 
the firſt of which forbids the Worſhip of * 
falſe God. 


Secondly, ThAr the Law againſt Blaſpheny 
was in Effect a Law againſt Idolatry; inaſmuch 
as every Idolater is a Blaſphemer in the higheſ 
Degree. 


Axp, 3dly, That our Saviour himſelf in tle 
New. Teſtament countenances the Uſe of exter 
nal Force for promoting the Cauſe of true Re- 
ligion, by that memorable Expreſſion in the 
Parable of the Marriage Feaſt, apt them it 


come in. 
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Lr us examine each of theſe Objections in 
their Order. | 


J | | 
Axp, 1ſt. As to thoſe ſeven Precepts of 
1 Noah, which it is aſſerted, that all Strangers 
0 ſojourning in, the Land of [/rae! were bound 
to obſerve. - This indeed is aſſerted : But where 
7 Ob: is it proved? Moſes no where makes mention of 
be 2 Catalogue of ſeven Precepts given by Noal; 
much leſs doth he make ſuch a preciſe Number 
of Laws to be the Terms or Conditions to be 
rning required of .uncircumciſed Strangers for Permiſ- 
ed to ſion to ſojourn among the 1/raehites: Nor do 
being the Books of Jaſhualh, Samuel, or Kings once 
Voal; refer to any ſuch fundamental Articles or Sti- 
f any pulations; therefore the Concluſion is obvious, 


that this ſuppoſed Catalogue of ſeven Precepts 
had no Exiſtence in thoſe Days ; but was the 
Conceit and Invention of after Ages. The 
great“ Selden, I do allow, is willing to main- 
tain the contrary ; but as great a Man in the 
lame Kind of Learning, * Baſnage, in his cele- 
brated Hiſtory of the Jes, peremptorily de- 


hem 
ſmuch 
ighel 


in the clares, that it was the (later) Jews, who ima- 
extet- gined or invented this Catalogue of Precepts, 
ze Re: in Conformity to the Spirit of their Religion, 
in tht which was ſo ſevere againſt Idolatry. Now 


them it 


ts, 


2 Seldenus de jure naturali et Gentium. Lib. 2. c. 3. 
+ Baſnage L/Hiſtoire des Juifs. Liv. 4. $. 2. 


In the 
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the Diſpute between theſe learned Men might 
eaſily have been terminated, if it could have 


been ſhewn from any of the Books of the Old 
. Teſtament, that there were actually ſuch 2 
Number of Precepts given by Noak, as here 
ſuppoſed; and that they were applied for the 
above-mentioned Purpoſes : But if this Point 
is given up, and the Proofs are to be drawn 
only from Talmuds, and the Writings of the 
Rabbies, ſuch Proofs, tho' alledged by Selun 
himſelf, cannot be allowed to be concluſive. 


Tax only Place, as I apprehend, where men- 
tion is at all made of Strangers, for the Pup- 
poſes of religious Worſhip, i is to be found in the 
iſt of Kings, Chap. viii. 42, 43. There 5. 
lomon, at the Dedication of the Temple, after 
having prayed for the Children of 1frael, intet- 
ceeds s allo in Behalf of Sernngers, 1 in the follow- 


ing Wards: 


e Moreover concerning a Stranger, that s 
te not of thy People 1/rael, but cometh out of « 
« far Country, for thy Name's Sake (for they 
te ſhall hear of thy great Name, and of tj 
<« ſtrong Hand, and of thy ſtretched out Arm 
when he ſhall come and pray towards thi 
tc Houſe [N. B. In the Book of Chronicles, tht 
Words are, Ir they come, and pray] © Heat 


„thou in Heaven thy Dwelling Place, and 
44 00 
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« do according to all that the Stranger calleth 
«to thee for; that all People of the Earth 
« may know thy Name to fear thee, as do thy 
« People 1/rael : And that they may know, 
«that this Houſe, which I have builded, is 
« called by thy Name.” 


Now from theſe Words, I preſume, it may 
be fairly gathered, That if the Stranger ſhould 
come from a far Country to worſhip the _ 
God Jehovah in his Temple at Zeru/alem, he 
was to be received with open Arms, and tq be 
entitled to all Kind of Protection from the State: 
But ſurely it cannot be gathered, that either the 
Stranger from a far Country, or the Stranger 
occaſionally ſojourning in the Land was com- 
pellable to worſhip the God of Jrael by this or 
any other divine Law then in being (ſee parti- 
eularly Numbers xv. 14). Much leſs can it be 
inferred, that an Inquiſition was to be made 
into the private Sentiments of any Stranger, 
provided his outward Deportment was ſuch as 
to give no public Offence or Scandal. 


Taz 2d Objection is, That the Law againſt 
Blaſphemy was in Effect a Law againſt Idolatry ; 
becauſe every Idolater is neceſſarily a Blaſphemer. 


| Now the Force of this Objection will turn on 


the right Underſtanding of what was Idolatry, 
and 


| > BD. DE IE re K cx” — - — 


dent at firſt Sight, that the Terms are not con-. 


( 481 
and what was Blaſphemy, according to the che B 
Senſe of Scripture. - Idolatry in the Scripture folloy 
Senſe was either the Worſhipping of a Plurality 7 
of Gods, whether with or without Reſemblances * Eve 
of them; which was the Sin forbidden by the « by 
firſt Commandment :---Or elſe the Worſhip of Andi 
the true God himſelf under ſome viſible Shape Chapt 
or corporeal Repreſentation, which was the par- both 
ticular Crime condemned by the ſecond Com: i cordin 
mandment. And Blaſphemy was the SpAkixe « [thi 
reproachfully or corttumeliouſly of the great Jeho- « ſet 
val, the God of Iſrael. Now from theſe Def. tc afte 
nitions, which are entirely ſcriptural, it is evi * of 1 
oulatic 


vertible. A Man may be an Idolater, and yet turban 

be no Blaſphemer ;---or be a Blaſphemer, and prior t 
no Idolater. But the Occaſion on which the in Con 
Law itſelf againſt Blaſphemy was made, wil plain, 
give a further Inſight into this Matter. agree, 
| | | in pitcl 

Wx read in the 24th of Leit. v. 10, 16; lian, v 
chat one of that mixed Multitude, which joined I Perhap 
themſelves to the Children of Mael at their De. of Hon 
parture out of Egypt (fee Exodus xii. 38. - true. 
fay, one of this mixed Breed, whofe Fathet ws aroſe St 
an Egyptian, and his Mother an Mraelite, had: i co 
Quarrel with a nat ve {/raelite in the Cam Wil lay neat 
The Subject or Ground of their Contention » Wi of the ( 
not mentioned. But from certain Circumſtance reſided 


::crefor 
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it is not difficult to gueſs the real Cauſe, It 
tit 
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the Book of Numbers ch. 1. v. 52, we find the 


. following Order given concerning encamping: 
u « The Children of Mrael ſhall pitch their Tents 
1 « every Man by his own Camp, and every Man 
i « by his own Standard throughout their Hoſts.” 
p of And it is obſerved at the 34th Verſe of the next 
hape Chapter, that the Children of J/rael regulated 
par- both their Encampings and their Marches ac- 
on: cording to this Order. For They pitched 
cine « [their Tents] by their Standards, and they 
2 « ſet forwards in their Marches] every one 
Def. « after their Families, according to the Houſe 
Po « of their Fathers.” Now, whether this Re- 
con gulation was made in Conſequence of the Diſ- 
d yet turbance above-mentioned, or whether it was 
"and prior to it, is not ſaid ; moſt probably it was 
h the in Conſequence of it. But it appears ſufficiently 
wil plain, and in this the beſt Commentators all 
| agree, that the Conteſt was about Precedency 

in pitching their Tents. The Son of the Egyp- 

„ 16, lian, whoſe Mother was a Danite, thought 
coined i perhaps that he had as good a Right to the Poſt 
ir De: of Honour as any in the Houſe of Daz ;---which 
3.) a true-born 1/achite would not allow; hence 
er ws = ie Strife and Contention. And as that Spot 
had: AY #3 conſidered as the moſt honourable, which 
Camp lay neareſt to the Royal Palace, the Tabernacle 
tion » ef the Congregation, where the King Jehova 
Rajce a relided by a Shekinah, or viſible Preſence; 
e. 1:1 therefore it is very probable, that when 


the : (3 this 


4 


this angry, paſſionate Man found himſelf de. 


graded (as he imagined) he vented his Re- _ 
proaches not only againſt the Subjects of the 22 
King of Jrael, but againſt the King himſelf, in Maſph 
whoſe Caule they acted. This, I lay, * may | 
probable Suppolition ; nay, a certain Fact it is, WP 
that he ſpake reproachfully of the great Jelioval: 8 
For he blaſphemed the Name of the Lord, and Word 
curſed. In conſequence of which, the Law againſt Nay, 
Blaſphemy was enacted, Levit. xxiv. V. 15, TORT 1 
and 16, And thou [Moſes] ſhalt ſpeak unto they 1 
„ the Children of Iſrael, ſaying, Whoſocon confi 
c curſeth his God, ſhall bear his Sin. And he 3 
that blaſphemeth the Name of the Lord, he ful 
„ ſhall ſurely be put to Death, and all the able 
« Congregation ſhall certainly ſtone him: As doubre 
« well the Stranger, as he that is born in the prove, 
« Land, when he blaſphemeth the Name df Word 
ce the Lord, ſhall be put to Death.” Blaſphe 
© : therefo 
LANGUAGE cannot make the Caſe plainer Rabbie 
than it hath here done, that the Sin of Bla . 
phemy muſt conſiſt of Mords ſpoken reproach tend, f 
fully or contumeliouſly againſt God. Ani Judges. 
therefore it neceſſarily follows, that where nd f 
Words are uttered, there no Blaſphemy can be Hos 
committed; —at leaſt in ſuch a Senſe as to be Blaſphe 
* cognizable by this Law. But if it could b and irre 
ſuppoſed, that ſome Proof was ſtill wanting u os well 
confirm this Obſervation ; it might be farthe be the 


urged, 
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* urged, that the original Root, Nakab, which 
1 is thrice rendered in this Paſſage blaſphemed,--- 
of, in Hlaſphemeth,---and when he blaſphemeth, or in 
ven Vlaſplieming. literally ſignifies to name; and 
it may be taken both in a good, or a bad Senſe, 
Ry according to the Context. Therefore Arius 
„ and Montanus, in his literal Verſion, renders the 
gain Words nuncupavit,---nuncupans,---1m nuncupando. 
. 16 Nay, the Rabbies were ſo ſenſible, that this 
Wow was the literal Signification of the Term, that 
ccrn they fancied this Man's Blaſphemy to have 


db conſiſted in his naming or pronouncing the four- 
lettered ſacred Name Fehovah, which was not 


rd, he 

U the lawful for any one to pronounce by au- 
11 dible vocal Sounds. A ſtrange Conceit un- 
2 doubtedly ! And yet even this may ſuffice to 
AY prove, that according to their Opinion, a 


Word or Words muſt be pronounced, before 
Blaſphemy could be committed. Though 
therefore little Credit is to be given to Jewiſli 
Rabbies, as Commentators yet as far as the 
literal Interpretation of the Language can ex- 
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And „ lo far we may allow them to be no bad 
Judges. 
ere n0 > 
can be . 
ol OWEVER, let us for a Moment ſuppoſe that 


nd te Blaſphemy might be committed by irreverent 
and irreligious Thoughts; or by immoral Acts 
as well as by Words; and then mark what men 
be the Conſequence. Then it would follow, 
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52 
that every wilful and deliberate Sin is in Effect 
Blaſphemy againſt God; becauſe it denotes a 
practical Denial of his Omniſcience, his Omni. 
potence, or the Rectitude of his moral Govern- 
ment. The not acknowledging of either of 
which Attributes amounts, by a Conſtruction 
and Implication, to a Denial of the Exiſtence 


of God himſelf in a practical and religious 


Senſe. In ſhort, if this be the Caſe, the Sin 
of Blaſphemy is the moſt common Thang in 
the World; and the whole Race of Mankind, 
Jews and Gentiles, Believers in Chriſt and Un- 


believers, are all Blaſphemers before God. But 


ſurely this cannot be a juſt and right Method af 


interpreting any Laws, human or diyine,---more 
eſpecially thoſe of the penal Kind: And there 


fore, if it may be ſaid in a metaphorical Senſe 


(indeed the Scriptures do ſay it) that a covetou 


Man is an Idolater, and that Covetouſneſs 5 
Idolatry,- yet, ſurely, no Man will be þ 


abſurd as to infer from hence, that met 


phorical Idolatry is legal, literal, mo real Bla 
phemy. | 


Bur we have not yet done with metaphoria 
Objections; for it is aſſerted, 


3dly, Taar Chriſt himſelf gave Count 
nance to the Application of Force for the Pur 
poſes of ſerving true Religion, by ufing thi 
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memorable Expreſſion in the Parable of the Mar- 
riage Feaſt, Compe! them to come in. (See 


Luke xiv. 23.) 


IxpEED this Expreſſion is become memorable, 
and more memorable than others equally de- 
ſerving to be remembered, not by Virtue of 
its own intrinſic Worth, but becauſe the Ad- 
vocates for Perſecution weakly fancied, that 
they could adopt it to favour their own Cauſe : 
For had the Expreſſion been, preſs or importune 
them to come in, which is the real Senſe of 
the Words, it -would have been as little re- 
carded, as thoſe other Words of Scripture, 
which were evidently and expreſsly intended 
for the Regulation of our Conduct, viz, 
Maul ſoever ye would that Men ſhould do unto your, 
do ye unto them; for this is the Law and the 
Prophets. But to come cloſer to the Point : 
St. Matthewv, in reciting the fame Parable, and 
referring to the very ſame Sort of Gueſts 
(Chap. xxii. Verſe 9) uſes the Term - zaxeozt, 
that is, bid, call, or invite them to the Mar- 
riage Feaſt : And even St. Luke, in this very 
14th Chapter, employs the ſame Term »a>w 
either as a Verb, a Participle, or as a compound 
Verb, no leſs than eleven Times on the ſame 
Occaſion, before he changes it for the Word 
ala ν,jᷓỹv compel: Nay once he uſes it after- 
wards. What therefore can we infer, but that 

there 
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there was no more Violence orexternal Force 5 
to be exerted in this ſingle Caſe, by thoſe whoſe 2 
Office it was to invite, than in the 12 other a 

WOrsxc 


Caſes: Nay, indeed, why ſhould there be more? 
For if. all the other intended Gueſts were only 
invited to the Marriage Feaſt, and left to their 
. own free Choice either to accept, or to refuſe, 
the Invitation (which we find by Facts, as well 
as by Words to have been the real State of the 
Caſe) why ſhould theſe alone be ſubject to 
harſher Treatment than the reſt ? Why, I fay, 
ſhould the Poor, the Maimed, the Halt, the 
Blind, and all the lower Claſſes of People be 
frightened, harraſſed, and dragooned into the 
Church, (the very Method of Converſion uſed by 
the Grand Monarch towards the poor Proteſtants 
of France) whereas the Rich, the Great, and the 
higher Orders were only to - be entreated ?-- 
There is ſomething ſo filly in this Objection, 
as well as wicked in the Deſign of making it, 
that it ſhocks the common Senſe and common 
Honeſty of all Mankind. 
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Tux Upſhot of the whole is this: Reaſon 
and perſuade, intreat and importune as much 
as you can: Preach the Word; be inſtant in 
Seaſon, out of Seaſon, reprove, rebuke, ex 
hort with all Long-ſuffering and Doctrine: 


But uſe no Violence; and be content with 
thoſe 
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thoſe Methods of propagating and preſerving 


the Goſpel of Chriſt, which he himſelf both 
preſcribed and practiced. The Wrath of Man 
worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God. 
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Methods of Converſion recorded in Scripture. 
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| Lately publiſhed by the ſame AvTron. 


N APOLOGY for the preſent CHU RCH o 

ENGLAND, as by Law eſtabliſhed, occi- 

fioned by a Petition laid before Parliament, for aby- 
liſhing Subſcriptions:---The 2d Edition. ö 


2. Two LETTERS to the Rev. Dr. Epps 
wherein the Claim of the Church of England to an 
Authority in Matters of Faith, and to a Power of 
decreeing Rites and Ceremonies, is diſcuſſed andaþ 
certained ; wherein alſo an Enquiry is made whether 
the Englih Reformers, in the Reign of Edward VI. 
intended to eſtabliſh the Doctrines of Predeſtination, 
Redemption, Grace, Juſtification, and Perſeverance 
in the Calvini/tical, or in the Semi-pelagian (or Arms 
nian) Senſe, as the Doctrines of the Church > 
England. | 


3. Six SERMON S on important Subjects 1 
SERMON 1. God conſidered as a Potter over the Clay, 
and as a Judge over moral and rational Agents. 
SERMON 2. Salvation (not Faith) the Gift of God. 
SERMON 3. Our Services unprofitable ro God, but 
profitable to ourſelves. — SERMON 4. Different 


SERMON 5. The Penitent Thief on the Croſs, the 
only Jew of his Time who recognized the true C 
racer of the Meſſiah in the Perſon of our Lord. 
SERMON 6, Infirmaries conſidered as Reformatarith 
or Schools of Chriſtian Education for the adult Po 


4. FOUR TRACTS, together with Two Sermobh 
on Political and Commercial Subjects. 

N. B. The third and fourth of theſe Trafts & 
wholly relative to the preſent Diſputes between C 


Britain and the North- American Colonies, 


